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John Paul the Great Academy is a small, Catholic, college preparatory school 
that preserves and promotes the sacred traditions of the Roman Catholic Church 
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From the Headmaster 
 
This Fall is a time of transition, celebration, and grace.  Just 
six weeks into the school year, we continue to be amazed at 
the ways God has blessed us.  
 
First, the JPG school community should take great pride in 
being honored with the 2014 School of Excellence Award, the 
highest recognition of the Cardinal Newman Society and the 
Catholic Education Honor Roll.   The press release for this 
award is included on the last page of this month’s Guardian. 
 
Second, and just one day ago, we welcomed the delivery of a 
new organ for our chapel.   It is being tuned and installed over 
the next few weeks, and we will be sharing the amazing story 
of how this gift came to our school as we near its formal 

Omnia in Excellentia 
 

Fr. Kevin Bordelon (Vocations Director), 
Junior Jacob LeJeune, Senior Gabriella Herpin, 

and Headmaster Peter Fletcher celebrate our 
national recognition as a “2014 School of 

Excellence” 
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“Installation Mass.” 
   
Additionally, our Board of Trustees continues to work on updating our 
Strategic Plan and our Master Plan for the care and development of our 
facilities.  A recent development that has impacted and accelerated that 
work is the decision of the Christian Brothers to conclude the transition 
process they have undertaken these past several years.  The remaining 
brothers plan to move to a house in Lafayette so that they can continue to 
care for the two brothers who reside in nursing homes in town, without 
the burden of managing a large facility here at JPG.   
 
At the same time, Fr. Dutra, the saintly priest who has served the brothers, 
the deaf community, and the Diocese of Lafayette these past 25 years, will 
be moving back to his family in Brazil.  We are looking forward to 
celebrating Fr. Dutra’s extraordinary legacy of service at our Fall Fest Mass 
at 10:30am on Sunday, October 26.   
 
This Fall is indeed a time of transition, celebration, and grace.  Please join 
me in thanking God for His endless generosity to our school and for this 
holy ground upon which we study and pray.  May we never take his gifts 
for granted. 
 
In the Peace of Christ, 
 
 
Peter Fletcher 
President and Headmaster  

Oct 3 First Friday Devotion / Fish Fry 

Oct 4 Homecoming Social 

Oct 8 JPG Women Evening Event 

Oct 5-10 Senior Pilgrimage  

Oct 6-11 Sophomore Mission Trip 

Oct 10 First Academic Quarter Ends 

Oct 13-17 Fall Break 

Oct 22 JPG Feast Day  

Oct 26 Fall Fest / Family Picnic Day 

Oct 29 PSAT Testing - Grades 9-11 
Mandatory Parent Meeting 

Nov 3 PLEASE NOTE 
CALENDAR CHANGE:  
No School - Traditional day       
off following Fall Fest 
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SPIRITUAL FORMATION  
 

1. The Feast of St. John Paul the Great – October 22. 
Our school will be celebrating the Feast of St. John Paul 
the Great with a special Mass, Eucharistic procession, 
consecration of the campus, recitations of some of our 
patron’s poetry, a scene from one of his plays, and a 
faculty/student soccer game.  We are celebrating our 
school’s founder and its mission in the same way that  
St. John Paul did with youth throughout his life. 
 

2. Pieta Prayer Garden - One of the greatest blessings to 
our campus in this new school year is our new Pieta 
Prayer Garden.  This beautiful addition to our campus 
draws the entire community into prayer and Marian 
devotion.  On Friday, October 3, we will have a solemn 
blessing and dedication of our prayer garden.  All are 
invited to attend this special event which begins with a 
blessing of the garden and statue at 8:00am by Msgr. 
Curtis Mallet, one of the Vicars General of the Diocese 
of Lafayette.  Following the blessing, we will pray an 
outdoor rosary in the garden in order to dedicate the 
space to the Blessed Virgin Mary.  Following the rosary, 
we will proceed to Mass in the chapel with Fr. Sam 
Fontana.  Please plan on attending this wonderful event 
in which we give thanks to Almighty God for this 
beautiful addition to our campus. 

 
3. First Friday Devotion – Our next First Friday 

Devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus is Friday, 
October 3.  It includes Confession at 5:00pm and Mass 
at 5:30pm.  Normally, we enjoy a potluck dinner after 
Mass, but this time, we will join the Fish Fry for 
Freddie event. 
 
All are welcome and encouraged to join us for this 
wonderful devotion which will bless you and your 
family.  If you would like to participate, please contact 
Dawn Hubbell at dhubb70507@aol.com. 

 
4. JPG Women's Group - The last JPG Women's Group 

gathering for the semester will be on Wednesday, 
October 8, from 6:00-8:00p.m. in the refectory.  All 
women of JPG are welcome for an evening of 
fellowship and faith formation.  Jan Tate, retreat leader, 
spiritual director and co-author of the In-Home 
Marriage Preparation Manual, will be the guest 
speaker.  Dinner will be provided.  Feel free to bring a 
friend!  R.S.V.P. to Gretchen 
at ggeorge@jpgacademy.org. 

 
 

2

5. A Marriage Made for Heaven - Our year-long 
program, A Marriage Made for Heaven, has been 
underway since January 2014 and will continue until 
February 2015.  Couples in attendance have enjoyed 
having at least one date a month in addition to learning 
more about one another and brushing up on the work 
that it takes to maintain a healthy, sacramental marriage. 
Meeting other couples and building community has 
been an added bonus! 
 
Meetings are on Saturday evenings from 6:00pm-
8:00pm in the refectory at school. Newcomers are 
welcome to jump in!  If you are interested and would 
like more information, please contact Cindy Marcantel 
at cmarcantel@jpgacademy.org. 
 

 
ACADEMICS 

 
6. Speech & Debate - October kicks off the first official 

month of competition for the JPG Guardian Speech & 
Debate team.  Right before Fall Break, students will 
have the opportunity to compete in town at the 
Teurlings tournament on October 10 & 11. Our final 
competition of the month will be at Comeaux High 
School on October 24 & 25.  Any students in 5th - 12th 
grade who are interested in competing should speak to 
Mrs. Mahan.  Parents or community members who 
would like to volunteer as a judge can email 
DMahan@JPGAcademy.org.   
 
Please pray for our Guardian Speech & Debate Team 
as they enter the public square! 
 

7. PSAT Testing - Students in 9th  - 11th grades will be 
taking the PSAT test on Wednesday, October 29 during 
the school day.  This test is an excellent practice for 
students preparing for college entrance standardized 
testing.  By taking this test, junior class members are 
entered to potentially be National Merit Scholars, which 
comes with excellent potential for scholarships to some 
of the strongest schools in the nation.  Look for more 
information to be sent home by your Upper School 
child regarding the test as the day approaches.  If you 
have any questions, please contact Mrs. Mahan at 
DMahan@JPGAcademy.org.  
 

8. Art Department - 1st through 6th graders have been 
busily producing amazing masterpieces! Thanks to all of 
the parents who are volunteering to help this 
process!  If you would like to help, please email Mrs. 
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Marcantel at cmarcantel@jpgacademy.org. Please check 
out the art display case located on the first floor of the 
main building, or stop by the art room and be inspired! 
 
High School art students have been studying line, 
calligraphy, and pen and ink. They have designed a 
word or a quote with insight and creativity!  Look for 
these in the display case and on our website!  
 
(Also, if anyone has old t-shirts they would like to get 
rid of, the art department would be happy to receive 
them!  Please cut the sleeves off and send them with 
your student. We’re also accepting foam meat/veggie 
trays from the grocery store.  Thanks for your help!) 
 
 

CAMPUS LIFE 
 

9. Fish Fry for Freddie!  On October 3, at their last 
home game of the season, the volleyball players will be 
selling large fried catfish dinners and donating all the 
proceeds from this and from the game to Mr. Freddie 
Gaspard and his family.  To pre-order plate dinners or 
to donate, please contact the main office.  We invite you 
to come and support this generous, joyful JPG dad. 
Game starts at 5:00pm. 

 
10. Box Tops, Community Coffee, and Labels for 

Education UPC Collection -  We are excited to kick 
off the Box Tops and the Community Coffee UPC 
collection programs! In addition, this year, we will be 
collecting Labels for Education UPCs as well. Each UPC 
collected is worth 10¢ to JPG.  It may not sound like 
much, but it adds up and every little bit counts!  To 
boost earnings, remember to ask family, friends, co-
workers, and neighbors to collect UPCs!  Please send all 
UPCs collected to school with your child.  UPCs will be 
collected from each class at the end of each month. 

 
11. Fall Family Picnic / Fall Fest - October 26, 

10:00am-5:00pm - As mentioned on page one, our Fall 
Family Picnic will formally begin in the area by the 
Grotto with a 10:30am Mass honoring Fr. Dutra.  The 
rest of the day will be filled with games, volleyball, a fun 
run and other activities for the whole family.   
 
Please note that the traditional day off after 
Fall Fest has been scheduled a week later on 
November 3, which was previously a half-day.  
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12. "CELLY” - Our new online text message communication 
system is now ready to go.  Parents often struggle to keep 
up with the school-related activities and important details.  
This text message system will provide occasional important 
reminders and will be used in emergencies to communicate 
school closures or other vital information.  We hope to get 
every parent to sign up by the end of the month.  Email Mr. 
Baker with any questions at cbaker@jpgacademy.org. 

 
To join Celly just text the letters “@jpgacademy” to 
the phone number 23559.   

 
13. Collar-nary Cookoff - Many of the priests of our diocese 

love and support our school.  They have stepped forward 
again to compete in the Collar-nary Cookoff, but they need 
your help to advocate for them and to get them votes!  
Perhaps one of the priests below is the pastor at your 
Church.  Perhaps he was an associate pastor a few years 
back.  You probably know many people who would love to 
support these wonderful priests for a great cause. 

 
Our goal is for a number of people to encourage their 
friends to vote ahead of time (to “stir the pot”) and to show 
support for their favorite priest!  When you join the support 
team for your chosen priest, we will make it easy for you to 
spread the news among your family and friends through 
email “updates” that you can simply forward along to them.  
 
That’s it.  There’s no other commitment to being on a 
priest’s support team.  We just want to get the word out 
about the priests’ participation so that people who support 
the priests generally will know how to support them in the 
Collar-nary Cookoff!  Here are the priests from which to 
choose:  
 

• Fr. Kevin Bordelon - Vocations Director 
• Fr. Bryce Sibley - Our Lady of Wisdom 
• Fr. Andre Metrejean - Sts. Peter and Paul in Scott 
• Fr. Chester Arceneaux - St. John's Cathedral 
• Fr. Jude Halphen -Director of Marriage and Family Life Center 
• Fr. Keenan Brown - St. Catherine Church 
• Fr. Bill Melancon - Our Lady of Lourdes  
• Seminarian Team - JPG Academy 
And new contenders: 
• Fr. Neil Pettit - St. Mary Magdalene 
• Fr. James Brady - St. Landry  
• Fr. Garrett McIntyre - Our Lady of Mercy 

 

To join a priest’s support team: contact Paula Daniel today 
at paulabroussarddaniel@gmail.com 
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6th grade students celebrate a 
recent creative project in 
literature.  For the project the 
students chose from a list of 
creative options to best present 
the novel that they have read 
this past summer. The students 
presented impressive artwork, 
children's books, soundtracks, 
songs, and dramatic 
monologues.  

The Tolkien Club!  The Middle School students now 
have a new club!  The club is the result of the efforts 
of several 6th grade students who were interested in 
reading and learning more about the Lord of the Rings 
books.  Under the leadership of Mr. Sam Chasuk, the 
students study the Dwarf and Elvish runes, memorize 
poems and speeches, and frolic in the land of Middle 
Earth.  They also celebrated Bilbo and Frodo Baggins' 
birthdays with songs and skits from the Lord of the 
Rings.  Members of the Tolkien club are:  Eli 
Hindelang, Noah Myers, Isaac Lejeune, Isaac Friddell, 
George Anderson, Jacob George, Daniel Johnson, 
Simon Richard, Isaiah Fletcher, John Herpin, Garrett 
Latiolias, Ryan Langley, Adele Gaffga, and Chris 
Langley.  Photo is from the Baggins Birthday Party. 

"This is one rainbow that I preferred being 
under as opposed to at the end of, with the 
pot of gold, etc.  You see, to me, watching 
these young men perform what they were 
taught and seeing them show respect and 
good character during the toughest of sports 
is worth more than all of this world's gold. 
Great job guys. And thanks to all who 
helped to provide for a pleasurable 
experience that won't soon be forgotten.”     
- Coach Myers 

This beautiful sky framed our first home football game of the season. 
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John Paul the Great Academy recognized  
with “2014 School of Excellence” Award 

 
The faculty and students at John Paul the Great Academy are proud to be 
recognized and awarded as a 2014 SCHOOL OF EXCELLENCE by the Catholic 
Education Honor Roll and the Cardinal Newman Society.   

JPG Senior Noah Delatte noted, “It’s fitting that John Paul the Great received this 
award again.  Our school certainly tries to live out St. John Paul the Great’s vision 
for the New Evangelization by being Catholic in everything we do.” 

One of only three schools in Louisiana to receive this distinction, John Paul the 
Great Academy has been known since its founding in 2007 for its academic rigor 
and strong integration of Catholic principles throughout the curriculum.  This is not the first time the 
Academy has earned such national recognition, but this award does come at a pivotal moment in the ongoing 
debate over Catholic education and the new Common Core standards. 

As many schools struggle to navigate how they will preserve their Catholic mission while adopting some or 
all of the Common Core Standards, the Academy claims to take a different approach.  “We are a Classical 
School,” notes Headmaster Peter Fletcher, “and we intentionally integrate Catholic ideals into every part of 
the curriculum.  Our formation is really the polar opposite of Common Core approach. 

“More than just preparing our students for endless standardized tests, the faculty at JPG prepare our 
graduates to be leaders who can enter the public square and bring the principles of the Catholic faith into 
every business and every organization, into every board room and every newsroom in Acadiana and 
beyond,” Fletcher explained.   

Mr. Fletcher came to John Paul the Great Academy a year ago from St. Michael the Archangel High School 
in Baton Rouge, which has also been recognized by the Newman Society for honorable mention in the 
Catholic Identity category.   

“While so many young people today seem bored or jaded about learning,” Fletcher noted, “at JPG the focus 
is on helping students to cultivate a deep sense of wonder and to delight in the joy of discovery, whether it be 
in solving a problem of physics or in penetrating the richness of a Shakespearean sonnet.”   

Many schools are following the example of John Paul the Great and turning away from the Common Core 
standards and towards the tradition of Classical education.   

Fletcher explained, “When you decide NOT to go with the latest educational fad, there comes a pivotal 
moment when you have to decide the direction to which you will turn.  Increasingly, that direction is 
classical, Catholic education.”   

“We are also proud that our graduates’ ACT scores are among the best in the state, but that is not our focus,” 
Fletcher continued.  “As our students learn Latin, study sacred music, memorize poetry, and engage in 
discussions about the Great Books of Western civilization, they learn to think critically and creatively, to 
write with eloquence and persuasion, to listen with wisdom and patience, and to speak with conviction and 
clarity.  I can’t think of another educational approach that is as effective at forming the next generation of 
Catholic leadership.” 

Visit jpgacademy.org for more information on John Paul the Great Academy and the classical, Catholic 
alternative to the Common Core approach. 
 

 


